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An epic account of one remarkable woman's quest for justice from the New York Times
bestselling author of The Widow of the South and A Separate Country.In the years following the
Civil War, Mariah Reddick, former slave to Carrie McGavock--the "Widow of the South"--has
quietly built a new life for herself as a midwife to the women of Franklin, Tennessee. But when
her ambitious, politically minded grown son, Theopolis, is murdered, Mariah--no stranger to
loss--finds her world once more breaking apart. How could this happen? Who wanted him dead?
Mariah's journey to uncover the truth leads her to unexpected people--including George Tole, a
recent arrival to town, fleeing a difficult past of his own--and forces her to confront the truths of
her own past. Brimming with the vivid prose and historical research that has won Robert Hicks
recognition as a "master storyteller" (San Francisco Chronicle).

"A novel about family and friendship and the boundaries of obligation and loyalty. It's about the
power of knowledge and the temptation of revenge, about the psychic and social implications of
the end of slavery in a racially unjust society. Filled with beautiful dialogue and finely-wrought
characters, the novel is a must-read."―Chapter 16"THE ORPHAN MOTHER resonates with
readers on many levels-as a compelling novel documenting the violent years of Reconstruction,
as a heartfelt story of the inner strengths unearthed by a mother confronted with unspeakable
sorrow, and as a memorable testament to friendships between young and old, male and female,
black and white. The latter offers perhaps a ray of hope in these times of racial injustice we
readers are still experiencing, 150 years after the events of this gripping and timely
novel."―Bookpage"Hick's bittersweet novel reveals a woman discovering a new sense of self in
slavery's aftermath... A beautifully rendered portrait for all lovers of Civil War fiction."―Library
Journal "Speaks to timely questions about cultural appropriation... eloquent and subtle insights
into the struggles of motherhood, relationships and loss"―Atlanta Journal Constitution"Offers a
story of race and redemption...compelling...In Mariah, Hicks has created a strong and noble
soul."―Fort Worth Star Telegram"When you finish THE ORPHAN MOTHER, Hicks's words seep
into your soul."―Franklin Homepage"Hicks is a talented storyteller and this story moves at a
clip."―Publishers Weekly"A fascinating continuation to the saga, THE ORPHAN MOTHERis a
historical beauty."―Read It ForwardAbout the AuthorRobert Hicks is the New York Times
bestselling author of the novels The Widow of the South and A Separate Country. He lives in
Tennessee.
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J. A. Hogle, “I loved it!. Robert Hicks’ third historical novel, The Orphan Mother, is a fast-paced,
engaging story that examines race and history, humanity and the pain of loss, during
Reconstruction in Tennessee. As is the case with his two previous novels, The Widow of the
South and A Separate Country, he bases his story on a real-life character. In The Orphan
Mother, that person is a mixed-race woman named Mariah Reddick who spent most of her life
as a slave. While Mariah was a documented historical person, her fictional character first
appears in The Widow of the South as slave-maid to Carrie McGavock, the mistress of Carnton
Plantation which was used as a field hospital during the Battle of Franklin in 1864. By the time of
The Orphan Mother, during Reconstruction, Mariah works as the town’s midwife and
experiences the brutal loss of her only child, her grown son, Theopolis. The story then recounts
Mariah’s effort to discover Theopolis’ murderer and to achieve retribution and redemption in the
face of her crushing loss. The stark contrast of Mariah’s profession, bringing babies safely into
the world regardless of race or station, with the loss of her only son, sets the stage for the
remainder of the book.The novel opens in 1912 with a prologue introducing Mariah towards the
end of her life when we wonder, where did all that money come from? The chapters then
alternate between the main characters, Mariah Reddick and George Tole, as the action unfolds
in flashbacks to 1867. Hicks’ descriptions of place and time ring true and create a lyrical reading
experience that made it impossible to put the book down once I began reading it. Tension builds
throughout the narrative as details unfold during July and August of that violent year.The story is
full of intriguing characters besides Mariah and Tole, illustrating the insanity of Reconstruction,
and sounding eerily like twentieth and twenty-first century race realities. George Tole is
introduced in Chapter 2 as a free-born outsider to Franklin TN. Elijah Dixon snakes through the
tale in a sinister pattern of culpability. Theopolis makes a brief appearance before his shattering
death but his shadow permeates the story. Carrie McGavock is there as well, echoing her story
from The Widow of the South, with her own loss of three children pressing in on her
personality.“Redemption” means being saved from sin, error, or evil – ideas that seem
appropriate to this story and are certainly not confined to the nineteenth century. But the term
also refers to the action of gaining possession of something in exchange for payment, or clearing
a debt – in the sense of Mariah being owed something in exchange for the loss of her son. The
Orphan Mother is a story of redemption and retribution that takes place in the past but has
striking parallels with current events. In his lyrical writing, Robert Hicks shares with his readers
an exploration of life’s tragedies that transcends gender, time, and place, and results in an
engaging story that’s impossible to put down. While Mariah Reddick was a real person whose
actual story was never told, her fictional story gives us timeless insight into past and present
realities of loss and recovery, as well as reminding us of what Reconstruction was really like in
some parts of the South.I read the novel but also listened to the audio book, read expertly by
Adenrele Ojo. Hearing the narrative, as well as reading it, really enhances the experience of the



novel.”

Mark Noce, “so I was more than a little pleased to read an entire book from her viewpoint in ....
The Orphan Mother is a masterpiece of style and historical perspective. Mariah was such a
compelling, if minor character, in The Widow of the South, so I was more than a little pleased to
read an entire book from her viewpoint in the years after the Civil War. Tole is an equally
intriguing, if somewhat enigmatic character. Although the tone of the novel has a literary feel, the
plot itself is full of well-placed twists and turns that made for a particularly good read. Five stars,
for sure.”

NH, “A book for anyone interested a look at the south after the Civil War was over. This book is a
look back at the post Civil War days through the eyes of a former slave and a black man from the
east. It reminds us how poorly black people were treated trying to make it In their new “free”
world. Very interesting work with plenty of suspense to make this a very interesting read.”

Marty, “Four Stars. This book felt honest and historically accurate. It was suspenseful and hard
to put down.”

Allison C. Byrd, “Beautifully written, Robert Hicks captures the plight and feelings .... Beautifully
written, Robert Hicks captures the plight and feelings particularly of down trodden black
American women when discriminated most and suffering most just after the of the War Between
The States. His imagery is liquid poetry.”

CAP, “Touching book.. Great read.”

Kathy Leslie, “Can't put it down. Great follow up to Widow of the South.”

Deborah Koehler, “My collection is complete now. Was ordered to complete my collection of
books by Robert Hicks.”

linda woolley, “Five Stars. Excellent. A must read”

Ebook Library Reader, “Orphan Mother.. Excellent book, beautifully written. I have others by this
author.  Very good.”

The book by Robert Hicks has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 129 people have provided feedback.

 Front Cover Copyright First Pages Surprise Me!



Language: English
Paperback: 528 pages
Item Weight: 1.16 pounds
Dimensions: 6.38 x 1.13 x 9.38 inches
Hardcover: 320 pages
Reading age: 18 years and up
Lexile measure: 940L
Diary: 50 pages
Grade level: 12 and up

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/d

